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Depression is a debilitating mental disease that affects a large 
percentage of the population worldwide. Our current medical and 
scientific understanding of its pathophysiological mechanisms 
remains incomplete. Prenatal infections and the activation of the 
maternal immune system (MIA) during gestation are consistently 
linked to the development of neuropsychiatric disorders in offspring 
such as schizophrenia and autism. However, the role of MIA in 
depression is insufficiently investigated. By inducing MIA in mice 
using a synthetic analogue of viral infection, we are trying to 
understand depression-like behavioural phenotypes and their 
associated neurophysiological and neurochemical alterations in the 
brains of the offspring.  
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